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 They were known as apologists. Not people 
who apologized all the time, but Christians 
who provided apologies, i.e., defenses, for 
Christianity. They began to write in the first 
half of the second century AD, “explaining the 
origin, doctrine and worship of the new 
religion.”1 

Why would it be necessary to write a defense 
of Christianity? The attitude of the Roman 
Empire toward Christianity slowly changed 
over time. In the beginning, Christianity was 
viewed by the Roman government as a sect of 
the Jewish religion. In the empire, religions 
had to be authorized or “licensed” and 
Judaism was already recognized as such. The 
Christians, in fact, worshipped in the temple 
in Jerusalem and met in the synagogues of 
various cities. As opposition from the Jews 
increased and Gentiles were becoming 
members of the church, it started to become 
apparent to the Roman government that 
Christianity was something different from 
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Judaism, especially as Christians resisted the 
efforts by some Jews to make the church a 
Jewish body by requiring all Gentiles to 
proselytize. Christianity began to be viewed 
as an “illegal religion.” In addition, 
Christians tried to proselyte people from 
other religions, a fact that made it difficult 
for Christianity to be “legalized” by the 
Romans.1 

It might surprise some to learn that 
Christians were regarded as irreligious by 
many in pagan Gentile society. Hurlbut 
explains, 

Heathenism was hospitable to new forms 
and objects of worship, while 
Christianity was exclusive. Where gods 
were already counted by the hundreds, 
even by the thousand, one more god 
would make no difference. When the 
people of a city or province desired to 
promote trade or immigration, they 

“Never get so busy making a living that you forget to 
make a life.” 

“You can’t spend your way out of guilt.” 
-- Both quotes by Dave Ramsey 

Notable	  Quotables	  
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Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

Moses viewed the promised land from 
Pisgah, one of the peaks of Mount Nebo 

(Deut. 34:1-3), a mountain opposite 
Jericho in the land of Moab and east of 

the Dead Sea. Moses died somewhere in 
the land of Moab (34:5 – on Pisgah?). 
Israel mourned for him for thirty days 

(34:8). 
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Is there sometimes inconsistency between the 
convictions of a true Christian and his behavior? 
Certainly – and no excuse should be made for this. 
Just because one has become a Christian doesn’t 
mean that he has become perfect in every way or 
even perfectly consistent. One who is truly a 
Christian, however, is attempting to eliminate 
such inconsistencies. 

The early apologists of Christianity “knew that 
their lives were purer, their worship more noble 
and their religion more suited to improving the 
Roman world than anything the pagan religions 
had to offer.”1 They wrote to convince others, the 
Roman government in particular, of these beliefs. 
Christians today also believe that their religion, in 
its genuine form, makes for purer lives and 
improves society. May our lives as seen by others 
be a most convincing argument. 

 
1 Mattox, The Eternal Kingdom, p. 68. 
 
2 Summers, Worthy Is The Lamb, p. 87. 
 
3 Hurlbut, The Story of the Christian Church, pp. 40-41. 
 
4 Summers, p. 88. 
 
5 Ibid., pp. 87-88. 
 
6 Mattox, pp. 67-68. 
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would build temples to the deities 
worshiped in other lands, in order that 
their citizens could have a place of 
worship. Thus in Pompeii we find a temple 
to Isis, an Egyptian goddess, erected to 
increase the commerce of Pompeii with 
Egypt, and make Egyptian traders at home. 
But on the other hand, Christianity 
opposed all worship except to its own 
God.1 

To further complicate matters, even if 
Christians had been willing to worship other 
gods in addition to their own, they had no 
image to add to those of the gods of other 
religions. Since they were unwilling to 
worship the gods of the Roman and Greek 
pantheons, they were blamed for whatever 
natural or man-made calamity occurred in 
society. They had “angered” the gods! 

Because of their attitude toward the 
Roman gods, the Christians were blamed 
with all the calamities which befell the 
empire. If there was no rain, the Christians 
were blamed for offending the deities. If 
there was a flood on the Tiber, the 
Christians were blamed. A famine, an 
earthquake, military reversals – all were 
blamed on the Christians.1 
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Unwilling to embrace polytheism and without 
an image of their own god, they were viewed 
as irreligious!  

When Rome burned in A.D. 64 and Nero 
placed the blame on Christians, a limited, 
official Roman persecution began. Christians 
had to meet in secret in some places and this 
contributed to further misunderstandings 
about the church. Summers comments, 

They were accused of all manner of evils. 
They were known to hold secret services at 
night, and they were observed to be very 
fond of one another. The Romans put 
these facts together and decided that these 
meetings were for the gratification of lust 
on a large scale. When they heard 
Christians speak of “eating flesh and 
drinking blood” (references to the Lord’s 
Supper), they accused them of cannibalism 
– eating the bodies and drinking the blood 
of the offspring of their orgies. Most of the 
persecution which the Christians received 
grew out of this popular hatred and 
misunderstanding.1 

To consider the early Christians to be 
irreligious is a huge misunderstanding of 
them! However, it would seem that Christians 
are misunderstood in our society as well. For 
some, Christians are intolerant, fanatical 

	  
Where did Moses die and how long was the period of mourning among the 

Israelites? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  

1

Bible Challenge Question 
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haters of all who differ from them and who 
want to control everyone else’s life. 

For example, Christians oppose abortion and 
so they are accused by some as wanting to 
“control the bodies of women.” What 
Christians want is to stop the murder of 
innocents (Proverbs. 6:16-19). It is amazing 
that sometimes the same people who 
campaign to “save the innocent baby seals” 
are willing to put to death the innocent baby 
humans in the womb. With the possible 
exception of a very few, even those who 
criticize Christians in this regard still wish 
protect SOME human life. 

Based on Scripture (Romans 1, et. al.), 
Christians oppose homosexual behavior as 
immoral and so they are accused of being 
homophobes, i.e., those who “fear” 
homosexuals, or haters of anyone who has a 
“lifestyle” different from their own. The 
foundational argument is that to oppose some 
behavior necessarily makes one a “hater” of 
the person who engages in that behavior. The 
ones who use such an argument are 
condemned by their own argument! They 
oppose Christianity as a “religion of hate” – 
does that make them “haters” of Christians? If 
they oppose any behavior in society 
(pedophilia, murder, theft, etc.), does that 
necessarily make them haters of the ones who 
engage in such behavior? Of course not. 

If Christians favor laws that reflect the 
teaching of Scripture, they are accused of 

The	  “Sermon	  Notes”	  feature	  will	  return	  in	  next	  week’s	  bulletin.	  
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“wanting to impose their religion on others.” 
Of course, those who make such charges are 
willing to criminalize theft, murder, sexual 
assault and a host of other behaviors in which 
one person harms another. Do laws against 
these acts constitute “forcing one’s religion on 
another” or do they simply provide order in 
society and the protection of individuals? 
Those who make the charge of “imposing 
religion” appear to be inconsistent in these 
matters. 

It is freely granted that some make the 
aforementioned charges against Christians as 
a matter of strategy rather than 
misunderstanding. They actually realize the 
ridiculous nature of the charges, but simply 
wish to poison the minds of others against 
Christianity. But there are undoubtedly others 
who just don’t understand the true nature of 
Christianity. 

It is also freely granted that not everyone who 
self identifies as a Christian is actually 
following the teachings of Scripture. It is 
unfortunate that there are so many 
counterfeit “Christians,” because they create 
an inaccurate image of Christianity. For 
example, the Bible doesn’t teach us to hate 
others (cf. Matthew 5:43-48), but there are 
some who claim to be Christians who appear 
to hate others different from themselves. It is 
unfair to judge Christianity by those who are 
not actually true adherents to it. 

[Concluded on back page] 


